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Language Arts Literacy Section
Grades 5,6, & 7






Grade 5 Language Arts Literacy Assessment Samples

Grade 5 Picture Prompt
Writing Task

A picture can tell a story, but different people will see different stories in the same picture.
Look at this picture. What story do you think it tells? Write what you think is happening in
this picture. What is the story behind it?

The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the box provided
on pages 2 and 3 of your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your
story. Then write your story on the lines that follow.




Language Arts Literacy

Writing
New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric - Grade 5
In scoring,
consider the Inadequate Limited Partial Adequate Strong
grid of written Command Command Command Command Command
language
Score 1 2 3 4 5
*May lack opening | *May lack opening | *May lack opening | *Generally has *Opening and
and/or closing and/or closing and/or closing opening and/or closing
closing
*Minimal response | *Attempts to focus | *Usually has single | *Single focus *Single focus
c to topic; uncertain | *May drift or shift | focus *Sense of unity
o focus focus and coherence
ﬁ *Key ideas
'c developed
% *No planning *Attempts *Some lapses *|deas loosely *Logical
() evident; organization or flaws in connected progression of
o3 disorganized organization ideas
IS *Few, if any, *May lack some *Transition evident | *Moderately fluent
g transitions transitions *Attempts
8 between ideas between ideas compositional risks
*Details random, *Details lack *Repetitious *Uneven *Details
inappropriate, or elaboration that details development of appropriate and
barely apparent could highlight *Several details varied
paper unelaborated
details
o *No apparent *Numerous errors | *Errors/patterns *Some errors that | *Few errors
o control of errors may be do not interfere
g *Severe/numerous evident with meaning
errors
c *Assortment *Excessive *Little variety in *Some variety *Variety in syntax
8 -_g of incomplete monotony/same syntax appropriate and
S S and/or incorrect structure effective
k= ﬁ sentences *Numerous errors | *Some errors *Generally correct
Q c
» o
(&]
" *Errors so severe | *Numerous serious | *Patterns of errors | *No consistent *Few errors
L they detract from | errors evident pattern of errors
s meaning *Some errors that
% do not interfere
% with meaning




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Dn the pictume, Hhorw is am exciting ey tabing plac and
L would ik to share that stery with yow. The serry begima at
the horme of the turs bors im the picture, Qssh amd Gacsb.. Ome
daturdary mermimg, e bors wake wp amd hoar the dssibell.
Thery were sunprised. to. s it was thein Uncle Nate. The bors love
spemdimg time with Uncle Nate, but uswally ds mot s Rim
simce be ia oflem sut of tourm.

The borgs went to the Ridchom ts sary hebls. Unchy Tiate picked
wo Qacsbe. Mo surumg him arsund. Thom he game a big hug ts
Qoush. Thery were abl Aappry to be togithon snce again.

“We're takimg a spcial tuip tedany!” said Uncle Nate. The
borjs mem smiled and. medded. sbhe had plammed this surpric
brip with Uncle Nate. Lo the boys got thein backpacks and
packed for the wekond. Theory had me idea what lapd ahead. for
thom!

Uncle Nate tesh the bons im the car. Thery drove all the
wany ts the ainpeit. The bors could mot belive thery worn gsimg
to got om a plame! They had, smbny bem sm a plams smce ts g ts
California. Uncle Nate said thery wen geimg to foy te Cloveland
lon tuwrs. dans to wisit Qunit darak, Nads wife. Thery boarded the

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.

Loom, at the airpert in Clveland, Uncle Tate grabded a
cart for carryimg buggage

o Uncl Nate Lifled thom am top of the bage. Thery zipped
thrsugh the airpert sa fast] Bt was betton tham a relblon coaston
vide! sdpending time with Uncle Tt was dluwrans gesd, but

This is what is bimg shouwm. im this picturs. Qftor this
picture was takem, the borgs mot up with Qunt dara at the
wirport. Thery wemt ta hen Rouse amd had a wendumful wacation.
i wras such @ mice surprise for the wekond and sme thoy uibl
mewver forged.

This 5-point response has a single focus—the surprise trip with Uncle Nate. There is a
logical progression of ideas, and the details are appropriate. The writer demonstrates a
sense of coherency by describing the joy of the ride and the time spent with Uncle Nate.
There are few errors in mechanics. (They had no idea what layed ahead for them!) The
use of varied sentence structures (Soon, at the airport in Cleveland, Uncle Nate grabbed
a cart for carrying luggage) and dialogue provide interest and demonstrate a strong
command of the language.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Thia pictune tlls a storry dbout @ dad amd. tws bors sm am
adwentune. Thery are prababdoy at am airport. The dad did met
wamt the bor to got bored while they wew waiting for a plame.
o the dad said “Nery bons, wamt ts go for a ride om the switcam
cart?” Amd. the bors wers so excited to do it

o, the Litthut bory got sm top, amd the slder bory got stssd
sn the back. But the sbder bory had a bag. To hlp Rim., the
dad. tsoh the borys bag amd carried it om Ais back. Dt uas fun
on thom to vide arsund. Thery had so amuch fum! Thery saun
the plames at the airport. Thow were mst mamny pesple arsund
in the airport ss it wasn't tes hard and thery didm't caws amay
problima excapt for the time they abmsit bl off arsund the
cornen gaimg so fast. Thery coudd mot wait te go back and w

Thery went back to thin mem and got off the cart. Dt was
so amuch fum! Thory had mo idea waiting at an air port coudd
be 15 much of am adventus!

This 4-point response has a clear opening but a weak closing. The focus of riding on the
cart while waiting for the airplane has some details and elaboration that would gain

the reader’s interest, but there is uneven development of details. The ideas are loosely
connected with a few errors in usage. (She was wondered where they went.) However,
these errors do not interfere with meaning. With greater attention to certain details,
such as developing the boys’ return to their mother, this response would have achieved a
higher score.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
The borgs ane happry to hawe a vide thuear the busry ainpsit.

Thery ane albl bate for the Plight to s their frionds. The airport

is a buary place. Thia mary mat be the best place ts tiy to hawve

%u/n./xf@/mm)mwbﬁéaﬁwawmwmm%w.

aﬁ,@e&&% W%@%W&&WW@WWWWaﬁ

wmwmmm%wmlé&wﬁappyw%%mm

%M.W%%WW“MM/"W%W

walize thoy mud ts meve it. Off they go amd. they make thein

W. That was a Asse calll

This focused 3-point response has an opening and a closing. Although the student
attempts to tell a story about how two boys and their father pass the time while

they wait for their plane, the ideas are disjointed. The basic sentences lack variety in
syntax. (The airport is a busy place. That is because of the scurity. Off they go and they
make their flight.) There are multiple errors in word usage (threw, scurity, your, there,
pitchure). Better organization, more elaboration of ideas and details, and a variety of
sentence structures would move this paper to a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

o the borgs sary “pul’ Thery o arnsumd the ainpsit. Thery Rare
fum because they are all laughing but the airpert pelice arem't

w brip amd is buimgimg his loths. Othor psple thimh thory lesk
%WW%M%W%&MWW@WM

In this brief 2-point response, the writer focuses on how two boys and a man spend their
time waiting for their plane. (The man in the picture wants to push the boys on the cart.)
However, the ideas are not organized, there is little elaboration, and the few transitions

used indicate a limited command of the language.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

DL is a picture with a man. The mam say s go for a
vide. It is hia dad ss they go for the vide sm the cart. Thery ride
awrnsumd amd the btth boy is wearing a wd hat. The berys hawe
o switcas sme spbloun sme wd amd the Litth bory alss has a 1ed
Rag tss that the mam ia carngs. Bt ia a Little bit hearny to push
the Borys with abl the baga.

Although this 1-point response introduces a few ideas, the uncertain focus suggests that
the student did no planning. The writing is disorganized and the details are random.
The errors in mechanics and sentence construction indicate an inadequate command

of the language. (The boys have a suitcase one yellow one red and the little boy also has
a red bag too that the man is carrys.) More detail and a developed opening and closing
would move this writing to a higher score.



Answer Key for NJ ASK Language Arts Literacy Grade 5 Assessment Samples

1. C
2. A
3. B
4. A
5 C
6. D
7. B
8. A
9. D
10. C

11. Please refer to generic rubric below.

12. Please refer to generic rubric below.

Language Arts Literacy

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric for Reading, Listening, and Viewing

Sample Task: The author takes a strong position on voting rights for young people. Use information from
the text to support your response to the following.

*Requirements: Explain the author's position on voting.
Explain how adopting such a position would affect young people like you.

Points | Criteria

4 A 4-point response clearly demonstrates understanding of the task, completes all
requirements, and provides an insightful explanation/opinion that links to or extends aspects
of the text.

3 A 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task, completes all requirements,

and provides some explanation/opinion using situations or ideas from the text as support.

2 A 2-point response may address all of the requirements, but demonstrates a partial
understanding of the task, and uses text incorrectly or with limited success resulting in an
inconsistent or flawed explanation.

1 A l-point response demonstrates minimal understanding of the task, does not complete the
requirements, and provides only a vague reference to or no use of the text.

0 A 0-point response is irrelevant or off-topic.

*Requirements for these items will vary according to the task.



11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

doybil's ackioms affpcted, the Qmericam Revelution because
she was baawe amd accpted the chablonge amd vede sm hen horse
Lo warn the towmamsole. Lhe warmed thom. that the Buitish
were bunmimg the tewm of Damburry. Bocause she did the vide,
influomces sthor people because Ristorry could bo diffount. What if
thory didm't push the Buitish sut? Jf she didm't ds hen vide, the
war many have onded a diffperit wary. Qss, she influonces sther
people by showing that ysung girls cam ds importamt things
tos. Mamny qirks mary we hor as a hore. Thery will tary to be
baane Like hor whom thery s Aallonges at school on home s with
thein Priomds that sem hand at finst but will find the csurage ts
ds. whatover thery maed to ds.

This 4-point response clearly demonstrates that the student synthesized the text and
understood the task. The student provides appropriate text-based support relating to
the influence of Sybil’s ride and provides opinions that extend aspects of the text. (What
if they didn’t push the British out? If she didn’t do her ride, the war may have ended

a different way. They will try to be brave like her when they see challenges at school

or home or with their friends that seem hard at first but will find the courage to do
whatever they need to do.) The details used are accurate, and the writing demonstrates
an understanding of the task.



11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

wdrbils actioms made a huge diffrance in the Qrmericam
wvolution. Lhe did am impsitant vide that warmed pesple
bout the Buitish im the tewmn of Lambury. Bf she had mot
that wemen werwe am impeitant park of Kistsry. Marle
was smkny sinden amd vede swer HO anibes. That shows that e
did a tot. Marfe i is impsitant to shoun pesple that she could
do a lot. Qb hamges Reur pesple thimk.

This 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task. The student briefly
explains how Sybil’s actions affected the American Revolution. (She did an important
ride that warned people about the British in the town of Danbury. If she had not done
this there could have been more trouble with the British.) The student also supplies text-
based facts regarding how Sybil’s ride might have influenced others. (Maybe Deborah
Champion even rode because of Sybil Ludington. She was only sixteen and rode over 40
miles.) However, the response, although accurate, fails to elaborate on the importance
of Sybil Ludington’s ride. (That shows that she did a lot.) More insight is needed for a
higher score.



11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

owed, that a yeung gind could hlp save the couriiny tos. Lhe
qot posple ts stop the Buitish im Lambury. That was bravel sthe
vode a bot om the herse to bl posple. L thimh that meple cam

ds o lst im Ristorny even if it is mot oxpected. of thom. sda sther
esple will bo imfluonced bike the local ssldins whe wer gatheed
ot hor father's farmbouse that might.

The student provides text-based answers for the first part of the task. (She got people to
stop the British in Danbury. She rode a lot on the horse to tell people.) However, the last
sentence does not provide enough information or elaboration to complete the second half
of the task. (So other people will be influenced like the local soldiers who were gathered
at her father’s farmhouse that night.) Without further elaboration, this 2-point response
demonstrates a partial understanding of the required task.




11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

wdrybil vode amd, warmed, pesple of the Buitish burming a
towm. bhe did a lot of geed things amd wede turice as fan as
Pauk Rovere did. b thimh this stepped. the British amd. this is
impertant.

This 1-point demonstrates the inclusion of some text-based facts. (Sybil rode and
warned people of the British burning a town.) Although the student states Sybil
Ludington’s ride may have been important, there is no clear connection between her ride
and the outcome of the American Revolution. There is also no insight concerning Sybil

Ludington’s possible influence on other people. More clearly stated facts and developed
elaboration or insights are needed for a higher score.




As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response

Although the student provides a few facts from the passage (She rode her horse alot that

night. It was raining really hard), this 0-point response demonstrates the student has
minimal or no understanding of the task.




12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Qulbic Dorple Luruary chosses to umite about fomale
patriots because thery are prsbably met as well Brsum as sthen
Rovslutismary Wan posple like Paul Rovere. Bhe wamits us ts
Brsun that wemen at the time were buame amd impertant te
hor. countanymen amd, countryuramman. for rmenica's fraadom.
Ji is impsrtant to rcegmig overyemss pat im Ristorry becaus
without cach pernsam's help, the cvents of Kistsry mary hawe
happored, diffpant. Dt is impertant to bawn that ssmetimes
pesple dom't secogmize the great thimgs they ds. When L was im
first grade amry family meved amd. L had. ts Aange schesls.
My parents told. mme ts. bo buame cven though S was walbly
scaned. Quit like sdrbil Ludimaton L did the best L could amd




12.
PMWWWWW. b@?ﬁwax&@i/ma/uﬁa/nﬂiéa

Enour that even a tenage gird can de great thimgs. That way,

This 4-point response demonstrates that the student synthesized the text and
understood the task. The student makes the connection between Sybil Ludington’s
actions and the influence such actions can have on both historical outcomes (without
each person’s help, the events of history may have happened different) and the present.
(Just like Sybil Ludington I did the best I could and made many friends the first day.)
The details are accurate and the personal insights provided demonstrate that the
student draws a logical, meaningful conclusion to the text. (It is also important to know
that even a teenage girl can do great things. That way, I know that I can do great things
if I choose to.)



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

patriots before, but did hear about Paul Revere. Bt is impertant

thought she weuld, help the Ruvelutiom, but she did, but she lost

This 3-point response is accurate and shows that the student read the passage and
understood the task. The student addresses the importance of individuals’ actions on
historical events. (Even the young women need to be given credit for what they do.)
However, if more elaboration and detail were provided as to why it is necessary to
recognize people’s importance, the answer would have earned a higher score.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

The author uwamits pesple to Brsun that thew were wemen
whs helbped. the Revelution. tss. Thery are mot as welbl Anourn.
But thery, ane impsitamt tes. dpecial pesplo—Like sdrbil
Ludimgton is impsitant. Lhe is impsitant and sheuld be
wocagmiged.

This 2-point response demonstrates only a partial understanding of the task. Although
the answer accurately addresses part one of the task (there were women who helped the
Revolution too), the response does not attempt to address the second part of the task
concerning its importance. Elaboration or insight on the first part of the task as well as
a response for the second part of the task are needed for a higher score.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Jhe author wiites a story about fomale patricts because there

The student provides only one text-based fact for support. (She rode her horse even
though it was scary and dangerous.) This short 1-point response demonstrates a
minimal understanding of the task. The response does not reflect that the student read
and completely understood the passage for meaning and/or detail.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Although the student provides relevant facts from the passage (The supplies were going
to be lost. She rides as fast as she could), there is no evidence that shows the student

understood the passage; consequently, this 0-point response demonstrates minimal or no
understanding of the task.




Grade 5 Language Arts Literacy Alternate Assessment Samples

Grade 5 Speculative Writing Task
Writing Task

A young boy busily collected everything he would need to take with him. The next day, as
he began to set up his equipment, he realized he was missing a very important piece. He
has to decide how to solve this problem.

Write a story about the boy, his problem, and what he does to solve it.
The writing you do in your answer folder will be scored. You may use the box provided

on pages 2 and 3 of your answer folder to plan your ideas before you begin writing your
story. Then write your story on the lines that follow.



Language Arts Literacy

Writing
New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric - Grade 5
In scoring,
consider the Inadequate Limited Partial Adequate Strong
grid of written Command Command Command Command Command
language
Score 1 2 3 4 5
*May lack opening | *May lack opening | *May lack opening | *Generally has *Opening and
and/or closing and/or closing and/or closing opening and/or closing
closing
*Minimal response | *Attempts to focus | *Usually has single | *Single focus *Single focus
c to topic; uncertain | *May drift or shift | focus *Sense of unity
o focus focus and coherence
ﬁ *Key ideas
'c developed
% *No planning *Attempts *Some lapses *|deas loosely *Logical
() evident; organization or flaws in connected progression of
o3 disorganized organization ideas
IS *Few, if any, *May lack some *Transition evident | *Moderately fluent
g transitions transitions *Attempts
8 between ideas between ideas compositional risks
*Details random, *Details lack *Repetitious *Uneven *Details
inappropriate, or elaboration that details development of appropriate and
barely apparent could highlight *Several details varied
paper unelaborated
details
o *No apparent *Numerous errors | *Errors/patterns *Some errors that | *Few errors
o control of errors may be do not interfere
g *Severe/numerous evident with meaning
errors
c *Assortment *Excessive *Little variety in *Some variety *Variety in syntax
8 -_g of incomplete monotony/same syntax appropriate and
S S and/or incorrect structure effective
k= ﬁ sentences *Numerous errors | *Some errors *Generally correct
Q c
» o
(&]
" *Errors so severe | *Numerous serious | *Patterns of errors | *No consistent *Few errors
L they detract from | errors evident pattern of errors
s meaning *Some errors that
% do not interfere
% with meaning




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

M@@MW@MWW@M%&@MM

weally awessme, but he forget am impertant part! Nere isa

little kids lock up to him because he's older. Ne wamted to do

wm.d/u/ng/apma/ﬂ Z/@ww e wants to shour that b is a

good woly model for the Litthy Rids. sdo Lamen plams a plary

for the parents in the mieghberhssd. Ne planas a guat play with

WWW%@M&»M %W@a&/{,@%maxw&, IW,

will be the kimg.” "But what will L be?" said Little Cathy. ‘O,

WM&%WWMWZWW%M."MW%

primce woulkd finally becsme Bing aftn his father. Thorwe was

the primee amd. be proud. for Rirm. This weukd, bo the psimt in

the plary Repefulblny that bl the parents woeuld smile amd lap.

peint.

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.

chaire em the patie at Lamen's Aeuse. Thery werw all wady te
had a cestume for everybodry. Ne made a big pester to hang in
important thing! Ne did met have a crown! What can he do?

Damen was fruaking sut.
But thom. e saur some damdilisns mearkey im the grass.
Mo quickly put them togither im a mice vimg. Mo sorta sued
thom teguther im kmsts and thom o tosh some sthen Litthe white
Uswers amd put thom sm top. it bosked bike a beautiful croum.
The plary was a biq sccss. QUL the parents clapped. ss
loudly whemn the bimg gane the prina the crowm! Gt turmed
sut to be a big success. Sssd thing Lamen was able te think
s quichloyl Mo uas proud of hour he coudd figure sut sslutisma ts
the problom. ss quickly,

In this 5-point response, key ideas are developed that progress in a logical sequence.

Varied and complex sentence structures contribute to the coherence of the story. (They

were all ready to do the play because Damon had planned very carefully. He quickly put

them together in a nice ring. He sorta sewed them together in knots and then he took
some other little white flowers and put them on top. It looked like a beautiful crown of
flowers.) Overall, the student demonstrates a strong command of the language.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

ﬂwmmwwﬁwmw Ne could mot

wait for the Fourth of Qubsy. That is when a big parade comes

through his town. Lt s a parade with lots of famtastic thinge.

Thia span, hia best piond Qidem, was im the parade! s, he

went thee and lesked arsund. "L will be able to harve the best

wicar of the parade!” said Kople. Mo wambd ts go sm top of a hill

Ao mazded to get together thimga so ke would b wadsy for the

and it was mot a gesd thimg, tust me. Koo beft hia hous he

W@MWWW,M@W@%W. But

sh mol L forgot the Plag! said Kogle. Lucky for him, he had o

MWMMW J&hM%m@M&WW%

side of the sturt that the blocked fom traffic s the parade could

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.

ssom dart. Posfl e had a Plag! Mo waved amd. waned the Plag
as o whisthd at Qiden when ke passd bop. b was a gosd. dany.
Ao realiged he did mot mud a flag after abl, the bamdana uas

st fime. Dt was @ oxcllont Hh of Qubsy afier abll

This 4-point response has a simple focus relating to Kyle, who has a friend walking in

a Fourth of July parade. Kyle wants to be sure that his friend, Aiden, sees him. Kyle’s
dilemma creates suspense in the story. (But oh no! I forgot the flag! said Kyle.) The story
comes to a conclusion. However, with more elaboration and balanced development, such
as including more development of the character of Aiden, this response would have
achieved a higher score.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Thone amce was a bory. Mo was hamimg a party for his sistor.
S war a sunrprise pady. Ke buys everygthing for the party.
Then ho tlls her froimda to come sver. Mo immites everry sme.
Thory are wadny for the biq party. Mo cam’t wait to take hor
pictue. But he does mat hawe hia cameral Mo aske a priond. Nis
priemd sanp aps L will go bury a camera for you. Lt was a
hap ome it was im a box at the storw dewn the st fram the
school they go to thoy ar in fifth grade tes. s hia sister uralbs
im the desn amd he takes her pictune. durpriael!ll Everny sme haa a
greal time at the party amd the pictus proved. it!!]

This focused 3-point response is about a boy who is having a surprise party for his
sister. Although the writer uses transitions to connect ideas, the conjunctions used are
basic. (Then he tells her freinds to come over. But he does not have his camera!) Better

organization, more elaboration of ideas, and a greater variety of syntax would move this
paper to a higher score.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

The bory collocts everything but ho forgets his sluping bag.
Ao wras goimg camping. s Ao dses mot hawe a place to dup he
will be cold im the might. Ne cabls hia mom. Nis mom comes
sver they go to the stare. “OR, theds a duping bag, he sars.”
Umd. she burpd it] Mo gocs back camping amd. has a duping bag
lor sbup. Dt was a great time and we dll had fun.

In this brief 2-point response, the writer focuses on what happens when he forgets his
sleeping bag. (So he does not have a place to sleep he will be cold in the night.) However,
ideas are repetitive, with unelaborated details indicating a limited command of the

language.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Thia i storny dbout a bory whs wamts to take a pitchen of the
mssn. b will bo a full mssn. But he forgets his camaa. What
will ho ds? Wo swts up the menct dary but has mot camaa. s he
watches the mesm amny wary. Nia carmaa manfbe bia sistor tosh it.

Although this 1-point response introduces several ideas, the writing is disorganized and
details are random. The errors in sentence construction (His camra maybe his sister took

it) and mechanics (He sets up the next day but has not camra) indicate an inadequate
command of the language.




Answer Key for NJ ASK Language Arts Literacy
Grade 5 Speculative Assessment Samples

1. C
2. A
3. B
4. A
5 C
6. D
7. B
8. A
9. D
10. C

11. Please refer to generic rubric below.

12. Please refer to generic rubric below.

Language Arts Literacy

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric for Reading, Listening, and Viewing

Sample Task: The author takes a strong position on voting rights for young people. Use information from
the text to support your response to the following.

*Requirements: Explain the author's position on voting.

Explain how adopting such a position would affect young people like you.

Points

Criteria

4

A 4-point response clearly demonstrates understanding of the task, completes all
requirements, and provides an insightful explanation/opinion that links to or extends aspects
of the text.

A 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task, completes all requirements,
and provides some explanation/opinion using situations or ideas from the text as support.

A 2-point response may address all of the requirements, but demonstrates a partial
understanding of the task, and uses text incorrectly or with limited success resulting in an
inconsistent or flawed explanation.

A l-point response demonstrates minimal understanding of the task, does not complete the
requirements, and provides only a vague reference to or no use of the text.

A 0-point response is irrelevant or off-topic.

*Requirements for these items will vary according to the task.




11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

* How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

doybil's ackioms affpcted, the Qmericam Revelution because
she was baawe amd accpted the chablonge amd vede sm hen horse
Lo warn the towmamsole. Lhe warmed thom. that the Buitish
were bunmimg the tewm of Damburry. Bocause she did the vide,
influomces sthor people because Ristorry could bo diffount. What if
thory didm't push the Buitish sut? Jf she didm't ds hen vide, the
war many have onded a diffperit wary. Qss, she influonces sther
people by showing that ysung girls cam ds importamt things
tos. Mamny qirks mary we hor as a hore. Thery will tary to be
baane Like hor whom thery s Aallonges at school on home s with
thein Priomds that sem hand at finst but will find the csurage ts
ds. whatover thery maed to ds.

This 4-point response clearly demonstrates that the student synthesized the text and
understood the task. The student provides appropriate text-based support relating to
the influence of Sybil’s ride and provides opinions that extend aspects of the text. (What
if they didn’t push the British out? If she didn’t do her ride, the war may have ended

a different way. They will try to be brave like her when they see challenges at school

or home or with their friends that seem hard at first but will find the courage to do
whatever they need to do.) The details used are accurate, and the writing demonstrates
an understanding of the task.



11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

wdrbils actioms made a huge diffrance in the Qrmericam
wvolution. Lhe did am impsitant vide that warmed pesple
bout the Buitish im the tewmn of Lambury. Bf she had mot
that wemen werwe am impeitant park of Kistsry. Marle
was smkny sinden amd vede swer HO anibes. That shows that e
did a tot. Marfe i is impsitant to shoun pesple that she could
do a lot. Qb hamges Reur pesple thimk.

This 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task. The student briefly
explains how Sybil’s actions affected the American Revolution. (She did an important
ride that warned people about the British in the town of Danbury. If she had not done
this there could have been more trouble with the British.) The student also supplies text-
based facts regarding how Sybil’s ride might have influenced others. (Maybe Deborah
Champion even rode because of Sybil Ludington. She was only sixteen and rode over 40
miles.) However, the response, although accurate, fails to elaborate on the importance
of Sybil Ludington’s ride. (That shows that she did a lot.) More insight is needed for a
higher score.



11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

owed, that a yeung gink could hlp save the coumiing tos. Lhe
qot posple ts stop the Buitish im Lambury. That was bravel sthe
vode a bot om the horse to bl posple. L thimh that meple cam

ds o lst im Ristorny even if it i mot oxpected. of thom. sda sther
esple will bo imfluonced Like the local ssldins whe wer gatheed
ot hor father's farmbouse that might.

The student provides text-based answers for the first part of the task. (She got people to
stop the British in Danbury. She rode a lot on the horse to tell people.) However, the last
sentence does not provide enough information or elaboration to complete the second half
of the task. (So other people will be influenced like the local soldiers who were gathered
at her father’s farmhouse that night.) Without further elaboration, this 2-point response
demonstrates a partial understanding of the required task.




11 As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

wdrybil vode amd, uwarmed, pesple of the Buitish burming a
towm. Bhe did a lot of geed things amd wede turice as fan as
Pauk Rovere did. J thimh this stepped. the British amd. this is
impertant.

This 1-point demonstrates the inclusion of some text-based facts. (Sybil rode and
warned people of the British burning a town.) Although the student states Sybil
Ludington’s ride may have been important, there is no clear connection between her ride
and the outcome of the American Revolution. There is also no insight concerning Sybil

Ludington’s possible influence on other people. More clearly stated facts and developed
elaboration or insights are needed for a higher score.




As the article explains, Sybil Ludington was a real person.

® How did Sybil’s actions affect the American Revolution?
* How could this historic ride influence other people?

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response

Although the student provides a few facts from the passage (She rode her horse alot that

night. It was raining really hard), this 0-point response demonstrates the student has
minimal or no understanding of the task.




12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Qulbic Dorple Luruary chosses to umite about fomale
patriots because thery are prsbably met as well Brsum as sthen
Rovslutismary Wan posple like Paul Rovere. Bhe wamits us ts
Brsun that wemen at the time were buame amd impertant te
hor. countanymen amd, countryuramman. for rmenica's fraadom.
Ji is impsrtant to rcegmig overyemss pat im Ristorry becaus
without cach pernsam's help, the cvents of Kistsry mary hawe
happored, diffpant. Dt is impertant to bawn that ssmetimes
pesple dom't secogmize the great thimgs they ds. When L was im
first grade amry family meved amd. L had. ts Aange schesls.
My parents told. mme ts. bo buame cven though S was walbly
scaned. Quit like sdrbil Ludimaton L did the best L could amd




12.
PMWWWWW. b@?ﬁwax&@i/ma/uﬁa/nﬂiéa

Enour that even a tenage gird can de great thimgs. That way,

This 4-point response demonstrates that the student synthesized the text and
understood the task. The student makes the connection between Sybil Ludington’s
actions and the influence such actions can have on both historical outcomes (without
each person’s help, the events of history may have happened different) and the present.
(Just like Sybil Ludington I did the best I could and made many friends the first day.)
The details are accurate and the personal insights provided demonstrate that the
student draws a logical, meaningful conclusion to the text. (It is also important to know
that even a teenage girl can do great things. That way, I know that I can do great things
if I choose to.)



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

patriots before, but did hear about Paul Revere. Bt is impertant

thought she weuld, help the Ruvelutiom, but she did, but she lost

This 3-point response is accurate and shows that the student read the passage and
understood the task. The student addresses the importance of individuals’ actions on
historical events. (Even the young women need to be given credit for what they do.)
However, if more elaboration and detail were provided as to why it is necessary to
recognize people’s importance, the answer would have earned a higher score.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

The author uwamits pesple to Brsun that thew were wemen
whs helbped. the Revelution. tss. Thery are mot as welbl Anourn.
But thery, ane impsitamt tes. dpecial pesplo—Like sdrbil
Ludimgton is impsitant. Lhe is impsitant and sheuld be
wocagmiged.

This 2-point response demonstrates only a partial understanding of the task. Although
the answer accurately addresses part one of the task (there were women who helped the
Revolution too), the response does not attempt to address the second part of the task
concerning its importance. Elaboration or insight on the first part of the task as well as
a response for the second part of the task are needed for a higher score.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Jhe author wiites a story about fomale patricts because there

The student provides only one text-based fact for support. (She rode her horse even
though it was scary and dangerous.) This short 1-point response demonstrates a
minimal understanding of the task. The response does not reflect that the student read
and completely understood the passage for meaning and/or detail.



12 This article is about female patriots and their experiences.

* Why does the author choose to write about female patriots?
* Explain why it is important to recognize everyone’s part in history.

Use specific information from the article and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Although the student provides relevant facts from the passage (The supplies were going
to be lost. She rides as fast as she could), there is no evidence that shows the student

understood the passage; consequently, this 0-point response demonstrates minimal or no
understanding of the task.




Grade 6 Language Arts Literacy Assessment Samples

Grade 6 Persuasive Prompt
Writing Task

Every day for the past month, the lunch period at school has become louder and less
orderly. The principal has decided to solve these problems by making the lunch period a
silent lunch. This has caused a conflict in your school.

Write a letter to the principal expressing whether you agree or disagree with the
principal’s decision. Use examples and other evidence to support your position.

You may use the box provided on pages 2 and 3 of your answer folder to plan your ideas
before you begin writing your letter. Then write your letter on the lines that follow.



Language Arts Literacy

Writing
New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric - Grades 6 and 7
In scoring,
consider the | Inadequate Limited Partial Adequate Strong Superior
grild of writen | Command Command Command Command Command Command
anguage
Score 1 2 3 4 5 6
*May lack *May lack *May lack *Generally has | *Opening and | *Opening and
opening and/or | opening and/or |opening and/or |opening and/or |closing closing
closing closing closing closing
*Minimal *Attempts to *Usually has *Single focus *Single focus *Single, distinct
response to focus single focus focus
topic; uncertain | *May drift or *Sense of unity | *Unified and
g focus shift focus and coherence |coherent
- *Key ideas *Well-developed
N developed
% *No planning *Attempts *Some lapses | *Ideas loosely | *Logical *Logical
2 evident; organization or flaws in connected progression of | progession of
g disorganized organization ideas ideas
= *Few, if any, *May lack some | *Transition *Moderately *Fluent, cohesive
[} transitions transitions evident fluent
% between ideas |between ideas *Attempts *Compositional
(& compositional risks successful
risks
*Details *Details lack *Repetitious *Uneven *Details *Details effective,
random, elaboration that | details development of | appropriate and | vivid, explicit,
inappropriate, could highlight | *Several details varied and/or pertinent
or barely paper unelaborated
apparent details
*No apparent *Numerous *Errors/patterns | *Some errors *Few errors *Very few, if any,
% control errors of errors may that do not errors
s *Severe/ be evident interfere with
- numerous meaning
errors
c *Assortment *Excessive *Little variety in | *Some errors *Few errors *Very few, if any,
8 -f—j of incomplete monotony/same | syntax that do not errors
S S and/or incorrect | structure interfere with
T ﬁ sentences *Numerous *Some errors | meaning
®» S errors
(&)
*Errors so *Numerous *Patterns of *No consistent | *Few errors *Very few, if any,
a severe they serious errors | errors evident | pattern of errors errors
= detract from
2 meaning *Some errors
3 that do not
= interfere with
meaning
NR = No Response Student wrote too little to allow reliable judgment of his/her writing.
(]
g g OT = Off Topic/Off Task Student did not write on the assigned topic/task, or the student
° g attempted to copy the prompt.
o
g § NE = Not English Student wrote in a language other than English.
= oc

WF = Wrong Format

Student refused to write on the topic, or the writing task folder was

blank.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
Lear Primcipal Faleny,

My mame is Qlisa, and. L am a sixth-grade dudent hore
at Enaldine Middle dchssl. L am waiting to yow about ysun
meur wide to hawve silomt lunch perisds. S would like ts give ou
some wana to sslve thia conflict at sun schosl. L will show. that
this ia mot a uwise chsice for sur schosl.
behanior should be disciplined, L beliove this decesion is over
board. We are just beimg the ysung pesple we are. UYsi maed to
wmember that we tild mad ta be taught, et given harsh rubea.

decomdly, thee are mamny sther wana to deal with this
orablom. Fon example, we coukd have a 3striike warming
stern. This wary sdbudents are given a fain warming for bad
behaion. We hawe the chamce them pt to fin it. But imatead
o didn't give ua a warming, but tesk aurary sur rights to just
talk. Amather wany we coudd do this ia boy usimg calsred lighta.
Upllswr woukd, meam. we are warmed amd should quict deurn
time could be fon five mimutes amd manbe lomgen if we had

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.

te woerk cut this problem could be with a weuwrard system. Each
carning a special treat!

dary. dtudemts meed a time to just talk with sur friemds. L
agree totally that lumch can't be loud or disorderlny but studemts
should have a time te chat and sscialige ss that we can fel
wady to go back te eur class amd study again.

Flease comaider mny ideas and wthink the meuw lunchitime
wile. L thimb it gees agaimat what it is te be in middle scheol.
Lhere are artain pedemas that sheuld be given to us. Lo it
uwreng to expect children our age to meed time to laugh and
talk? L thimk not. L beliove that thew s a betler wany te werk
this sut.

Limanely,

This focused 6-point response provides a thorough argument against the principal’s
decision. The student elaborates on three alternatives (a 3-strike warning system, using
colored lights, a reward system) to the current situation in a cohesive and logical fashion.
The use of a rhetorical question in the closing works well as a compositional risk that
succeeds in developing the argument. There are very few errors in syntax, usage, and
mechanics. Overall, the well-organized and thoughtful details included indicate a
superior command of the language.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
To the Puincipal:

Moy mame ia Tory and L have ban going to this schesl
mow for 2 spars. L hawve s a bot of gsod and bad happen
hore, but L st sany this ia sme of the werst thimgs L Aave
cwver .. L apslogiz, but thia meus bunch wuibe is vidicuelous.
There i a time for play and a time for work, L belivve that
bumchiome should, wmaim a time to plasy. Lot me give i, oy
reassma uhny,

Finat, L do mot gt to we mamnny of moy priends during
the dary becaus of lasss amd becaua sf studny time afler schasl.
Lumch is the smboy time L got to talk uith oy puionds and
hawe a gosd time. Qi is impsrtant for ua to have time with
Driemda. shcomd L ds mot thimk it is matural te Aave a silont
timme bike this. Do they ds this i sffices at werk? Cam. sou talk
while ypsu eat bumeh im youn sffic? L fil that we as pesple, mot
juat Rids md to bo ablowed. time to webar and think cbout sthen
thimga amd mot just sur acadvmics. dm sader for us to act more
qrsum, up o Rawe to tuat us like were mor growm up. Then
we cam act the wary we hould. Thind, L ful that therw ar sthor
wargs to ssbuve the moise prabdum tham cwating a sidnt fumch,

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.
We should b able ta Rave same sary im what's decided.
Lr summany, ysu rad ta Aangs the meun bumch time
wide. Dt is wnmatiral amd. unfain. Thamh s far your time,
dimenely,
Torrry Qachaarn.

This 5-point response is focused on the belief that “lunchtime should remain a time

to play.” The key ideas are developed with some mechanics and usage errors, which
demonstrate a strong command of the language. The student provides an opening and
closing that helps focus the writing. The student attempts to establish an analogy with
office work but does not fully develop it. Additional examples and elaboration are needed
to move this response to a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
Loar Primciple Mamming,

L thimh you are a gesd. primciple. Lome pesple don't Like
the mear il im bumch you made. But L agre. L thimk ysu
hawe a gesd, idea. Btudemts are tes toud. Usuw cam’t enjory bumch
when it ia so boud and thoe i tes much reuwrdsy stuff. If we
bup. this up then we cam emjoy tunch. Bcausw whon students
are tos oud, rou cam't hawe amay fun. Bt ia just ts boud and
wgouw cam't thimh. Ysuw dom't hawe to thimk to much when ysu're
cating, but it il weuld bo mice. Lo L thimh we should have
the quict lumch ss that it s mot as boud ever dary.

L sememben that we had sidunt time im clemetarsy schasl
when we wer to toud. Mha. Broswn ursuld bl us to b quict.
Thia ia the sarme thimg hee. Whon we wew gssd. durimg bumch
we would get to ds memw things durimg class. For example we'd
hawe o fan time to wad sr play wading amd spelling games
imstead, of deimg Aemewsrk. That was fum. Bt will help ua
barm a lussm. Mabe when we are quict for a whil you will bt
wa talk agaim durimg bumch, vight?

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.
s, L agre with the silemt tunch. L think yow are a gssd
From your friend,
Bundsn Thempssn

This focused 4-point response has an opening and closing. (So, I agree with the silent
lunch.) The ideas are loosely connected and some details are unevenly developed. There
are some errors in usage, but these do not interfere with the meaning. (Some people
don’t like the new rule in lunch you made. It is just to loud.) Overall, the response
demonstrates an adequate command of written language. However, fewer errors,
additional examples, and more elaboration are needed for a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
Lear Primcipal,

L agree with youre bumch time wde. Mamny sdtudents wen't
but L do. L thimh it ia really gosd ts give wuibes whem thew ia
boss srders. We get tos boud them rysu have to do something about
it L thimh some of the bids get waaary tos boud. Thery pll at
cach other amd. thimh they are fummy. They semetiomes wiim
bumch for us sther poeple.

L bike to wlax durimg bunch, and that ia impsrtant
too. btudemts mued time to take it casy. We studny amd think a
lot im lass. Lumch is a mice time to wlax. L think a silent
bumch is a gosd. time to welax. We cam got sur theughts better for
mext lass.

Thamh youw, amd L agre with the lumchtiome silonce.
Fram, Kawn

This 3-point response is focused on agreeing with the lunchtime rule. It briefly touches
on the idea of relaxing and preparing for the next class. However, the lack of transitions,
multiple errors in usage (youre, less orders, get our thoughts better), and the lack of
variety in sentence structure (Students need time to take it easy. We study and think a
lot in class. Lunch is a nice time to relax) demonstrate only a partial command of the
language.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
To the primcipel of sur scholl:

L thimh that this i a bad idea. L disgr. You said that we
cammat talk durimg luch but when ar we supssnd ts talk. It
is mat fain L disgre with the idea. marfe thew ar sthor scholbls
that ds it. But we ds mot mud te ds it. Dees it even work at the
sthor scholls. it should bo hangd. It should b hangd neuw
so we cam all eat buch together we mud. to talk during luch amd
the aude ia mot @ gosd, idea. That is moy pesition.

Qusica

This 2-point response has an opening and closing; however, it lacks transitions
concerning the main idea. (I disgree with the idea.) The numerous errors in usage and
mechanics (principel, scholl, disgree, luch, supossed) and the short, choppy sentences
demonstrate a limited command of the language. Fewer errors, more detail, and
elaboration are needed for a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.
dear primciple

L like Lumchtime amd. ypsu camst take it awary from ua. We
raed tirme to talk and that i the buchtime for. Of it is quict
what will we ds. Whs made this ule? it thor amd ms hawe
um, becaus it ia quict and thein is ms wassm. for it sima we
were mst to bad ts begim with amuary im the first place. it is
@ sibloy vk it is mot a gesd, rul. Ther ia mot time to talk in
math bass amd. scimee bass amd. im grym lass. pleas ash the
primciple to hamge this.

This 1-point response lacks both a focus and a closing. The ideas lack elaboration. There
is no control over the numerous errors in usage, mechanics, and sentence structure.

The incorrect punctuation (If it is quiet what will we do), capitalization (sit ther),

and spelling (canot, ther, rul, Ther) that interfere with the meaning of the response
demonstrate an inadequate command of the language.



Answer Key for NJ ASK Language Arts Literacy Grade 6 Assessment Samples
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11. Please refer to generic rubric below.

12. Please refer to generic rubric below.

Language Arts Literacy

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric for Reading, Listening, and Viewing

Sample Task: The author takes a strong position on voting rights for young people. Use information from
the text to support your response to the following.

*Requirements: Explain the author's position on voting.
Explain how adopting such a position would affect young people like you.

Points | Criteria

4 A 4-point response clearly demonstrates understanding of the task, completes all
requirements, and provides an insightful explanation/opinion that links to or extends aspects
of the text.

3 A 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task, completes all requirements,

and provides some explanation/opinion using situations or ideas from the text as support.

2 A 2-point response may address all of the requirements, but demonstrates a partial
understanding of the task, and uses text incorrectly or with limited success resulting in an
inconsistent or flawed explanation.

1 A l-point response demonstrates minimal understanding of the task, does not complete the
requirements, and provides only a vague reference to or no use of the text.

0 A 0-point response is irrelevant or off-topic.

*Requirements for these items will vary according to the task.



Near the end of the story, the author says, “Something smelled of trickery.”

* As used in this story, what does this phrase mean?
* Explain why Fox was able to outsmart Tiger.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

Tigen was abds to 1l o Littly that ho was beimg fesled, boy For.

ﬂmwﬂym’é@mﬂ, M%@WMMWWLWM
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to Tiger "Walk with me im the jungle.” When Tigew did this,

animals. Y he maybe had a mement longer, Liger uwould

have walbized he was tuicked. But it Aappomed. s fast, amd he bt




11.
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This 4-point response demonstrates that the student synthesized the passage and

has a clear understanding of the task. The student uses relevant text to explain Fox’s
deception (He said to Tiger “Walk with me in the jungle”) and provides appropriate
insight and elaboration to draw a meaningful conclusion from Fox’s actions. (This is
kind of like when I trick my younger brother into doing one of my chores. He just isn’t old
enough yet to figure out how I do it.)



11 Near the end of the story, the author says, “Something smelled of trickery.”

* As used in this story, what does this phrase mean?
* Explain why Fox was able to outsmart Tiger.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

could bl that something sreaksy was geimg sm, but ko did
mot catch om vight awary. That i whry Forn was able te trick
Tiger. No was thimking quicker tham Tigen when he said
whem we trich pople, things dem't alurans werk. But it werked

Although this 3-point response is accurate and demonstrates an understanding of the
task, there is limited support and elaboration provided. The student explains why Fox
was able to outsmart Tiger, but does not extend a meaningful conclusion or insight from
the Fox’s deception; the focus remains only on Fox’s actions. (But it worked for Fox this
time.) With additional elaboration and insight, this response would earn a higher score.



11 Near the end of the story, the author says, “Something smelled of trickery.”

* As used in this story, what does this phrase mean?
* Explain why Fox was able to outsmart Tiger.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

ot beliove that abl the amimals wew afraid. of Fon. No losked,
wwsund in disbebivf. But ho did met knour what was wally
because ho could, bo much smarton.

The student provides an inaccurate answer to the meaning of the phrase “Something
smelled of trickery.” (Tiger could smell that the Fox was tricking him.) The student
answers the second part of the task (Fox could trick him because he could be much
smarter) but provides no text support or elaboration. Without additional explanation and
insight, this 2-point response demonstrates only a partial understanding of the task.



11 Near the end of the story, the author says, “Something smelled of trickery.”

* As used in this story, what does this phrase mean?
* Explain why Fox was able to outsmart Tiger.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

wisng. Could it be possible that this small deglike ceature was
touly King of the Amimals? No could sutsmart Tiger because he
acted, srmanten tham him.

The student provides a brief answer to the questions with no support. The student
attempts to provide textual support, but the line is not developed in the student’s
response and it does not relate to the task in a meaningful way. (Could it be possible
that this small doglike creature was truly King of the Animals?) This 1-point response
demonstrates a minimal understanding of the task.



11 Near the end of the story, the author says, “Something smelled of trickery.”

* As used in this story, what does this phrase mean?
* Explain why Fox was able to outsmart Tiger.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.
%md@@ymﬂm%@m%ﬂi%m}im.
Fox s teo cute.

The student’s 0-point response relates only to the first part of the task and lacks

elaboration. This response demonstrates that the student has little or no understanding
of the task.




12 Tiger is surprised by Fox’s reaction to him.

* |s Fox afraid of Tiger? Explain.
* Do you think the other animals should fear Tiger? Why or why not?

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

A bebivwve that Fon is afraid of Tiger, but dsesm't hou it.
Mo Brisws that Tigew could cat him. Fon alwadny brewr that
bl amirmals werw afraid of Tigen. Mo Bmour that all amimals
vam auary when he walked, boy. That ie whny ho asked Tigen ts
walh with Kimm thusugh the jungle. D thimk sther amimals
hoild, par Tiger because b is powerful, amd is willing to Aurt
sthor amimals. Ne is stromg, but mot very smart. Mo proves
this boy beimg casibny tricked by For. That wsulbd meam that ke
io damaensus because ho is verny powerful but mot srmant ensugh
bout his power. L thimh for that wasen sthor amimals sheuld
be afraid of Rimm. Jf row are smart amd. sthemg, you will
Brsun whem rou mued. to bo tough amd whem ysuw cam be mice to
got thimgs deme.

This 4-point response demonstrates the student has a full understanding of the task.
The student develops logical conclusions that explain why Fox is afraid of Tiger. (He
knows that Tiger could eat him. Fox already knew that all animals were afraid of Tiger.
He knew that all animals ran away when he walked by. That is why he asked Tiger to
walk with him through the jungle.) The student presents a strong argument for why
animals should fear Tiger (because he is powerful, and is willing to hurt other animals).
The response provides an appropriate lesson learned from Fox’s and Tiger’s situation. (If
you are smart and strong, you will know when you need to be tough and when you can be
nice to get things done.)



12 Tiger is surprised by Fox’s reaction to him.

* |s Fox afraid of Tiger? Explain.
* Do you think the other animals should fear Tiger? Why or why not?

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

No, L don't think that Fon is afpaid sf Tiger. Mo rows
that Tige is bigger amd shemgen tham amy sthe amimal, but
Forn hnows that he is mewe tuicky tham Tigow. No dses met even
ack scaned, for a scond when Tigew jumps sut at him. No just
Brsuws exactly what to san to trich him. L de mot think sthe
amimals should par Tiger because ho iv casry to trick, bike Fox
did.

This 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task. The student explains
why Fox is not afraid of Tiger. (He knows that Tiger is bigger and stronger than any
other animal, but Fox knows that he is more tricky than Tiger.) The student briefly
explains why other animals should not feel afraid of Tiger (because he is easy to trick,
like Fox did). However, the response fails to demonstrate insightful explanation that
would extend the meaning of the text. More support and elaboration are needed for a
higher score.



12 Tiger is surprised by Fox’s reaction to him.

* |s Fox afraid of Tiger? Explain.
* Do you think the other animals should fear Tiger? Why or why not?

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Yo, For iv afraid of Tiger. Mo is the scarivit amimal. Tigen
juwmped. sut at For amd manbe Forn didm't act afraid, but L
belbivwe ho wally was. Nour could ho mot 82 L thimh that cverry
amimal is afpaid of Tigen. I thimk thery sheuld b because he io
so sromg and. psunced sm amy amimal.

The student answers both portions of the task. This 2-point response contains some
details (because he is so strong and pounced on any animal), but there is very little
information from the text to support the student’s opinion. More support, details from
the text, and meaningful insight would result in a higher score for this response.



12 Tiger is surprised by Fox’s reaction to him.

* |s Fox afraid of Tiger? Explain.

* Do you think the other animals should fear Tiger? Why or why not?

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

No, Fon iom't afpaid of Tiger becaus he cam be clover
arsund Kimm. Amd Fox thinks hs the medt sdramngest amimal
whem Tigen's mean himm.. Other amimmals sheudd bo afraid. of
Tiger.

This 1-point response demonstrates a limited understanding of the task. Although the
student answers the first part of the task, the explanation does not relate to the text for

support. Additional details, elaboration, and insight are needed to address the second
part of the task in order to receive a higher score.




12 Tiger is surprised by Fox’s reaction to him.
* |s Fox afraid of Tiger? Explain.

* Do you think the other animals should fear Tiger? Why or why not?

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

Fones amd Tiguns sheuld be happry. Plas dem't be fared.

This brief 0-point response is off-topic and demonstrates partial or no understanding of
the task.




Grade 7 Language Arts Literacy Assessment Samples

Grade 7 Persuasive Prompt
Writing Task

There is a park in your town used by the residents. A popular fastfood chain wants to buy
the land and build a restaurant on it. Losing the park to get the restaurant has caused a
conflict in the town.

Write a letter to the mayor explaining whether you think the town should keep or sell the
park. Use examples and other evidence to support your position.

You may use the box provided on pages 2 and 3 of your answer folder to plan your ideas
before you begin writing your letter. Then write your letter on the lines that follow.



Language Arts Literacy

Writing
New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric - Grades 6 and 7
In scoring,
consider the | Inadequate Limited Partial Adequate Strong Superior
grild of writen | Command Command Command Command Command Command
anguage
Score 1 2 3 4 5 6
*May lack *May lack *May lack *Generally has | *Opening and | *Opening and
opening and/or | opening and/or |opening and/or |opening and/or |closing closing
closing closing closing closing
*Minimal *Attempts to *Usually has *Single focus *Single focus *Single, distinct
response to focus single focus focus
topic; uncertain | *May drift or *Sense of unity | *Unified and
g focus shift focus and coherence |coherent
- *Key ideas *Well-developed
N developed
% *No planning *Attempts *Some lapses | *Ideas loosely | *Logical *Logical
2 evident; organization or flaws in connected progression of | progession of
g disorganized organization ideas ideas
= *Few, if any, *May lack some | *Transition *Moderately *Fluent, cohesive
[} transitions transitions evident fluent
% between ideas |between ideas *Attempts *Compositional
(& compositional risks successful
risks
*Details *Details lack *Repetitious *Uneven *Details *Details effective,
random, elaboration that | details development of | appropriate and | vivid, explicit,
inappropriate, could highlight | *Several details varied and/or pertinent
or barely paper unelaborated
apparent details
*No apparent *Numerous *Errors/patterns | *Some errors *Few errors *Very few, if any,
% control errors of errors may that do not errors
s *Severe/ be evident interfere with
- numerous meaning
errors
c *Assortment *Excessive *Little variety in | *Some errors *Few errors *Very few, if any,
8 -f—j of incomplete monotony/same | syntax that do not errors
S S and/or incorrect | structure interfere with
T ﬁ sentences *Numerous *Some errors | meaning
®» S errors
(&)
*Errors so *Numerous *Patterns of *No consistent | *Few errors *Very few, if any,
a severe they serious errors | errors evident | pattern of errors errors
= detract from
2 meaning *Some errors
3 that do not
= interfere with
meaning
NR = No Response Student wrote too little to allow reliable judgment of his/her writing.
(]
g g OT = Off Topic/Off Task Student did not write on the assigned topic/task, or the student
° g attempted to copy the prompt.
o
g § NE = Not English Student wrote in a language other than English.
= oc

WF = Wrong Format

Student refused to write on the topic, or the writing task folder was

blank.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Liar. Margsr Chim.,

memgwww&&ﬂw%@wpa%m&

inatead. o, L completely suppert wlling the park for a meur

M. Wmmwwwwa/w. %u/\a/y/

%WW%W%WL@WWWWW WUe

meed a place te gt heap fesd amd. a place for hamging sut with

our friemda. We could hamg sut at a park, but we might starve.

P&wbﬁg@f@m@aﬂ%wﬁdwm,wmwm’émm%

park anyhour im the winter. A park can't be as gosd as a fast

feod. placs.

what the best choice ia. L thimk kide cam use the other parks of

eur toeurn. MWQ%WM%WWMWWW

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Confinue your writing here.
even if we dem't have ham .

L would support wlling e park for o fast food
sestauramnt. L think that this tewn neds a neur fast fsed place
to give us more choices and placs te go. Jemagers med a place
to go, too. And we alrwady have a lot of parks. Plasw think
Limcerelyy,

QJared Nampten

This 6-point response provides a very thorough and focused argument for selling the
park in favor of a fast food restaurant. The student successfully takes a compositional
risk by choosing to support the less popular choice and providing solid reasons for doing
s0. (Our town only has one fast food place. This way we will have more choices when we
want to eat.) The use of effective and specific details with very few errors (restuarant)
demonstrates a superior command of the language.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

My mame i Bty damchey amd L am a 7th-grade

student at Broshbland TNiddle dchosl. In the local mews L ve

sun park awary framn us all. That's a wally bad idea. Ther

L thimh mature has gat te b saved. far the futune. Of we

have mo mature areund ua, ubat will the woerkd be Like? Lt

lots of places urbere people can eat, and they can eat at a park

ZU@W@M&&W%W@%PMWW%M

eduacation. Whew else will we be able to larm about different

W@%WW&WWWK) Z/ﬁ?/ca/rz/ax&&guﬁ

together thew em wekends te plary. Therwre a basketball court to

plary om, amd bights are thow ta plary whom it gets dark. That

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.
makes it important for all of us so that we cam harwe and hawve
a gueat time. We adurarys cam plary thene im the sumomen.

L is 15 important that we bep the park for ite beautry and
for everybody im sur towm.
Thamh s for your time.,
Bty Lamchey

This 5-point response clearly develops several key ideas (nature should be saved for
the future, for education, and for recreation). The variety of syntax, the effective use of
questions, and the overall flow of ideas demonstrate a strong command of the language.
However, a more developed closing would help move this paper to a higher level.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Loar Maryer:

%@WW@@WLJ@@, Mo@%{/m@y@wmw&w

the Sen Lwe Fark wbere it s b@ilmmmn/ipl@wﬁym%@

%WMQW%WWWWW It ia

where thery cam plasy. Amd if i take the park awary, thery will

sdecomd, the park has a lot of histsrry for sun teawrn. Thee ia

o statue im the park becaus the park had the first bamball fild

M’%WW%%WWW@W. Thats

Phaw do the vight thing and kep Lhen T Park whos it is.

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.
UYoww ursm’t ever be ssrnny.
Jhanks!

TMNarisaa drmeld

This organized 4-point response clearly focuses on two reasons to keep the park: its
importance to children and its role in the town’s history. Both reasons have details and
some elaboration. There is a logical progression of ideas that support the position taken.
Good transitions and some variety in sentence structure demonstrate an adequate

command of the language. However, additional elaboration of both ideas would be
needed for a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

Thamh o for reading moy lethn. Dt is a werry impsitant
issuz, amd L Bmsur ypsi're werny Busry. But thia ia verry
impartant and we mud te figumn it out meu

The park ia goimag to be sold to a fast fosd haim. Whny?
Thia is a probom and L have tws impsitant wassna why,
Finatly, the hiddoom im tourn mud the park ts play at. Thew
is an sffice building mearbay whorn parents werk, Then they
cam plary with thin Rids thoe after werk, That is what me amd.
oy dad abwars ds. Qnsthor thing that's impsrtant tes is all
the amimmals im the park uwill losa therw homes. Whene would,
they go? L would Like ts help thom ol but we cam't. L have
pets bl weadsy, amd their happy. We go to the park whenever
we cam. L won't have ammuwheos to take thom if the park goes
awary. That's mot fain ts the amimals at all.

Qlss, L dom't like fast fosd. We bearm im health lass ita

Continue your writing on the next page if you need to.




LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Continue your writing here.

ot healthoy to cat fast fosd. L did a projct om fast fesd. amd. it
is realloy bad for everybodny to ecat just fast food abl the time amd
ot exvnsiz ensugh. Kaping the park is the best idea rpt.

From,

Qames Ranssn,

This 3-point response has a single focus (keeping the park) and gives three unevenly
developed reasons. There is a repetition of ideas within the reasons. The various errors
in usage and mechanics and the lack of syntactical variety demonstrate only a partial
command of the language. More specific details and more evenly developed supporting
ideas would contribute to a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

c&a/t,m,a/%@/b

the tewn. MWM%MMWWW%W

M/Wﬁw%wwﬁ/%ézgouﬁ Mcmaﬁuwy@%&é&@mxb?%mpax%%

My faverite thing to ds is basketball.

The fosd. thre is gosd. amd. pesplell Like to hawve em for

thimh rgow will evern like the fosd to!

&,@/ma,7%g/u.afu,c&/nzﬁ

Lam

In this 2-point response, the writing attempts to focus on one position. However, the
coherence of the writing lapses and loses focus in the second paragraph. There are

several errors in mechanics and usage (resterant, Its, nuther, people’ll) that demonstrate
a limited command of the language. Better organization, additional specific details, and
fewer errors would contribute to a higher score.



LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY

Begin your writing here.

MMaryor

L thimb you shoulbdmit ds this. Thew is a park the park is
impitant for Rida. Thery mued. to plary amd wum. what o is
important. they have s whee ddae ts go to if you ds that. why
ds that. bap the park and every sme will be happy
Megan.

This 1-point response provides only one reason for keeping the park (the park is
imprtant for kids). The details supporting this reason are barely evident in the writing.
Multiple errors in mechanics and usage detract from the meaning of the student’s
response. More development, fewer errors, and stronger details would help move this

response to a higher score.



Answer Key for NJ ASK Language Arts Literacy Grade 7 Assessment Samples

W O I O Ul A W N M
O > 0000w > w

D
10. A
11. Please refer to generic rubric below.

12. Please refer to generic rubric below.

Language Arts Literacy

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric for Reading, Listening, and Viewing

Sample Task: The author takes a strong position on voting rights for young people. Use information from
the text to support your response to the following.

*Requirements: Explain the author's position on voting.
Explain how adopting such a position would affect young people like you.

Points | Criteria

4 A 4-point response clearly demonstrates understanding of the task, completes all
requirements, and provides an insightful explanation/opinion that links to or extends aspects
of the text.

3 A 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task, completes all requirements,

and provides some explanation/opinion using situations or ideas from the text as support.

2 A 2-point response may address all of the requirements, but demonstrates a partial
understanding of the task, and uses text incorrectly or with limited success resulting in an
inconsistent or flawed explanation.

1 A l-point response demonstrates minimal understanding of the task, does not complete the
requirements, and provides only a vague reference to or no use of the text.

0 A 0-point response is irrelevant or off-topic.

*Requirements for these items will vary according to the task.



11  Think about how Sam changed on the last Fourth of July when his cousin Rob visited.

® Explain how Sam’s attitude toward the bird-calling contest changed throughout that day.
e Predict how Sam will react to the unique interests of others now.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

To begim with, dam deean't wamt amything to do with
the bind callimg comtest this npar at abll Mo fuls that he's geimg
to bo so ombarnassd im famit of his cousim. But dam barms am
impertant bussn about beimg swlish. Mo barmas he just abuwrars
focund s himalf, but mst om his dad. Omee ho saun Rour
doprzssed, Kis father losked, ho plt bad. Them ho folt even mose
bornible because his fathor tabhed about basball cards. The dad
understosd dam's passism. n theond, dam walbigs that Reur
cesple o Rirm iom't as impsitamt as famiby. This ameams dam
will understand the unique induwsts of, sthers im the futue.
Nour, ho wrill use that with cverithing im bif. If dam sau
Ris mam wearimg a fummy ducss, ho woukdm't baugh ot her. Mo
woulkd undestand it is soecial t hor. o ho weuld just bt hor
wear it amd. be Rappry for hen.

This 4-point response demonstrates that the student fully understood the task. The
student provides specific, textual details from the story to demonstrate the changes in
Sam. (He feels that he’s going to be so embarrassed in front of his cousin. Once he saw
how depressed his father looked, he felt bad. Then he felt even more terrible because his
father talked about baseball cards. The dad understood Sam’s passion.) The student
provides a logical prediction of Sam’s future reactions and provides a hypothetical
situation to support that prediction. (Sam will understand the unique interests of others
in the future. If Sam saw his mom wearing a funny dress...he would just let her wear it
and be happy for her.)



11  Think about how Sam changed on the last Fourth of July when his cousin Rob visited.

® Explain how Sam’s attitude toward the bird-calling contest changed throughout that day.
e Predict how Sam will react to the unique interests of others now.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

dam hamaed thrsughsut that Fsudth of Quby. Ne was
Binds) sblish in the begimmimg, becaus ho didm't wamit to do
what Kis dad, loves to do. No Rmoun the comtbest was impsitamt
because it was a family tadition. But when e found sut he
was goimg ts bo wisited by Rob., ho was abmest sich. Mo didm't
wamd amnsme swimg his dad dsimg Ris bind, calls. JLd. be ss.
embarrassimg. But them im the car bo thinke of something
diffromt. Nio dad is wealley cosl! Nis dad is ss mice to him
because of the basball carndal o should bo mice tes. Amd Rsb.
loved. the comtet tos. No mudged. him amd said heur gesd. dam's
dad was. sds meur dam will swact in a geed. wary te sthers.
Because ho Brisuws that if thoy are mice to him about Ris imtoresta,
mandbe ho should be mice bach.

This 3-point response demonstrates understanding of the text. The student uses
relevant details from the text to explain how Sam changed. (He was kindof selfish in the
beginning, because he didn’t want to do what his dad loves to do. He didn’t want anyone
seeing his dad doing his bird calls. It'd be so embarrassing.) Although the student does
predict how Sam may react in the future, there is no attempt to provide a meaningful or
insightful extension of how Sam’s experience could apply to others.



11  Think about how Sam changed on the last Fourth of July when his cousin Rob visited.

® Explain how Sam’s attitude toward the bird-calling contest changed throughout that day.
e Predict how Sam will react to the unique interests of others now.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

D the begimming, dam didn't want to go te the contest
with his dad. Dt is embarrassing. Mo tuics to trick his family
so. Rob. wam't go to the comtbet. But thom ho goes with cverybodry
because it is s5 impsitamt to his dad. Them the end. sf the steny
sarge darm s oldor ss he has to undestamd things better. Tloun
ho'LL aburarss like the bindcalling comitest amd sther thimgas. Mo
wem't tary to stop sther pople fram deimg thinga, because I
thimh he is micen msun.

In this 2-point response, the student presents information from the text to explain how
Sam changes. (Sam didn’t want to go to the contest with his dad. It is embarrassing. He
tries to trick his family so Rob won’t go to the contest. But then he goes with everybody
because it is so important to his dad.) The student also attempts to make a prediction
concerning Sam’s future behavior. (Now he’ll always like the birdcalling contest and
other things.) However, the student does not accurately interpret why Sam has changed.

(I think he is nicer now.) Additional support and elaboration are also needed for a
higher score.



11  Think about how Sam changed on the last Fourth of July when his cousin Rob visited.

® Explain how Sam’s attitude toward the bird-calling contest changed throughout that day.
e Predict how Sam will react to the unique interests of others now.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

11.

dad., uwbe o mice.

The brief and incomplete 1-point response shows a limited understanding of the task.
The student attempts to describe how Sam changed with general ideas from the
passage. (At first he says that it’s sumthang he rally hates the worst. But then he goes
with everbody cause of his dad, who is nice.) The response does not include a prediction
of how Sam will react to the unique interests of others. Additional details, insight, and
elaboration on the second part of the task would give this response a higher score.



11  Think about how Sam changed on the last Fourth of July when his cousin Rob visited.

® Explain how Sam’s attitude toward the bird-calling contest changed throughout that day.
e Predict how Sam will react to the unique interests of others now.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

repomnde.

This very brief 0-point response demonstrates little or no understanding of the task. The
student begins with an opening phrase but then recreates a portion of the directions.




12 The story is told completely from Sam’s point of view. Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Sam’s father’s point of view.

* Why would Sam’s father agree to go to the restaurant instead of going to the bird-calling
contest? Explain.

* How would Sam’s father feel about Sam changing his mind? Explain.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

wdamm's father weulkd, ague te go te the witauramt instsad of
going to the bind-calling comtest, becaus ho loves his ssm. o
dsesm't wamt Ris som ts bo ombarnassd. I think that hapoens
o lot with parents. Thery wamit to make sue were Rappry. Ty
memm e embBasassed, me becaus dhe likes te humm somgs ot the
qrocorry done. S told hor to step, so she did it for me. Pareomits
make sacnifics dams fathor did that boy sarging they weuld go
to the westaunamt. But L think Lam's father was walblry proud
bout dam hamging hie mind. Ne weuld think, ‘L think
dam s swally growring up. Finally, be iun't geing te bt
thimags ermbarnass him amymenw.” dam's father weuld Enour
that dam was barming heun to make sacrafises tss.

This 4-point response demonstrates that the student has synthesized the text and
understood the task. The student provides a clear explanation as to why Sam’s father
would agree to go to the restaurant instead of the contest and provides anecdotal
evidence as support. (He doesn’t want his son to be embarrassed. My mom once
embarrassed me because she likes to hum songs at the grocery store. I told her to stop,
so she did it for me.) The writer not only states how Sam’s father would feel about Sam
changing his mind but also elaborates on the father’s feelings. (Sam’s father would
know that Sam was learning how to make sacrafises too.) This insight into the distinct
character of Sam’s father provides meaning beyond the text.



12 The story is told completely from Sam’s point of view. Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Sam’s father’s point of view.

* Why would Sam’s father agree to go to the restaurant instead of going to the bird-calling
contest? Explain.

* How would Sam’s father feel about Sam changing his mind? Explain.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

wdarm's fathen agus to go to the sestaunamt because ho realiss
o important to dam. No brows that dam is embarrassd
about his bird calls. dam sars im the sty that ko Bnows his
lather brows bl embarasd. Lo we brsun his father's mot deing
it for K. Mo dovam't wamt ts make sdam fiel tonible. But
flon dam Ramaes hie mimd s fathor mustve bam ss Rappry!
Mo could do Kis spllour Plrycatchor. s it was gosd. that dam
limally wspectd, Kia fathor amd said ts tun Hhe car arsund
and go to the fain. This shows b supperting his father. L
Brsur houn it fiels to bo ombarand boy pesple, amd it dsesn't ficl
mice at all.

This 3-point response demonstrates an understanding of the task. The student briefly
explains why Sam’s father would agree to go to the restaurant. (He knows that Sam is
embarrassed about his bird calls.) Although the student provides a logical conclusion to
Sam’s attitude change (Sam finally respected his father), Sam’s father’s feelings about
the change are not fully developed, which does not allow for meaning beyond the text.
Greater detail and more elaboration are needed for a higher score.



12 The story is told completely from Sam’s point of view. Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Sam’s father’s point of view.

* Why would Sam’s father agree to go to the restaurant instead of going to the bird-calling
contest? Explain.

* How would Sam’s father feel about Sam changing his mind? Explain.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

The, weassm sdam's father goes to the westaunamt is becaus he
Brsws his sam. is embBarnasss about Rimm. Ne dees mot want to
go to the fain for beimg embarasnd, so ko docides ts take Red.
to the westenamt. This wany, dam wen't bo upat so ho will kep
collocting basball cards. sdam's father's poimt weuld be Aappry.
No would be wverry hapory about Reb makimg sdamm do the wight
thimg.

This 2-point response demonstrates a limited understanding of the text. The student
provides some irrelevant and inaccurate information that does not support the task.
(Sam’s father’s point would be happy. He would be very happy about Rob making Sam do
the right thing.) Additional details and elaboration based on accurate elements from the
text are needed for a higher score.




12 The story is told completely from Sam’s point of view. Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Sam’s father’s point of view.

* Why would Sam’s father agree to go to the restaurant instead of going to the bird-calling
contest? Explain.

* How would Sam’s father feel about Sam changing his mind? Explain.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

MZWW%@M%@@WW%M

wenkt and made bird calls. o dam's dad was happy. But

%zmwﬁaﬁ@c&d/n’tmw@mwwm

mind.

This brief 1-point response demonstrates a minimal understanding of the task. Even
though the student uses details from the story, the student inaccurately answers the
first bullet. The response to the second bullet demonstrates that the student did not

synthesize the text. (But he was probably didn’t know why Sam kept changing his
mind.)



12 The story is told completely from Sam’s point of view. Think about how the story would be
different if it were told from Sam’s father’s point of view.

* Why would Sam’s father agree to go to the restaurant instead of going to the bird-calling
contest? Explain.

* How would Sam’s father feel about Sam changing his mind? Explain.

Use specific information from the story and any additional insight to support your response.

12.

,Ja/nvwawzﬁﬁymm. Jﬁm’d&w/ﬁmmé&%w.

Ther. we'd be happny.

This brief and inaccurate 0-point response clearly demonstrates little or no
understanding of the task.






Mathematics Section
Grades 5,6, & 7



Answer Key for NJ ASK 2007 Grade 5 Mathematics Assessment Samples

1. D 13. A
2. A 14. C
3. B 15. A
4. D 16. D
5. B 17. C
6. C 18. B
7. A 19. C
8. B 20. B
9. A 21. A
10. D 22. C
11. B 23. Please refer to
12. D rubric below.
Mathematics
Open-Ended Scoring Rubric
Points | Criteria
3 The student correctly and completely answers both parts of the question and shows
supporting work. There may be one computational error. For example:
Part A. The student may draw a 12-ft x 14-ft patio. Since Mrs. Garza is using 1-ft x 2-ft bricks,
the student should determine how many bricks she uses by multiplying 6 x 14 = 84 bricks OR
by multiplying 7 x 12 = 84 bricks.
Part B. The area is 168 square feet (12 x 14 = 168), and the perimeter is 52 feet (12 + 12 +
14 + 14 = 52).
2 The student completes both parts of the question and shows supporting work but makes a
process error that results in a wrong answer.
OR
The student correctly answers both parts of the question but does not provide supporting work
for one part.
1 The student correctly answers one part of the question and may show little or no supporting
work.
0 The response shows insufficient understanding of the problem’s essential mathematical
concepts. The response is incomplete or inaccurate and contains major errors, or no response
is given.




23 Mrs. Ganza is planning to build a new rectangular brick patio. She plans on using bricks that are
1 foot wide by 2 feet long. She would like the new patio to be 12 feet by 14 feet. She expects
that no bricks will need to be cut.

Part A

Mrs. Ganza uses only whole 1-foot-by-2-foot bricks. State how many bricks should be used. Justify
your answer.

Part B
Determine the total area and the perimeter of the new patio. Show all your work.

MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A

Mrs. Ganza uses | x 2 foot size bricks. | counted the number

of rows and the number of columns. | have 6 rows and 14

columns. So | can fit in the patio 84 bricks because | multiplied
6 x 14.

Part B

The patio is 12 feet by 14 feet so | multiply 12 x 14 to get

168 sq ft of area and add the 4 sides to get perimeter
12+12=24 and 14+ 14=28
24 + 28 = 52. | get 52 ft+ for perimeter.

This is a 3-point response because the student has completed both parts of the problem
correctly and shown supporting work. The student has given a clear description to
support the number of bricks needed, has correctly determined the perimeter and area,
and has provided complete supporting work.



23 Mrs. Ganza is planning to build a new rectangular brick patio. She plans on using bricks that are
1 foot wide by 2 feet long. She would like the new patio to be 12 feet by 14 feet. She expects
that no bricks will need to be cut.

Part A
Mrs. Ganza uses only whole 1-foot-by-2-foot bricks. State how many bricks should be used.
Justify your answer.

Part B
Determine the total area and the perimeter of the new patio. Show all your work.

MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A

It is a 12 x 14 foot patio. The lady uses 1 x 2 foot size bricks

to cover her patio. She uses 8% bricks.

Part B

The perimeter is 52 ft and area is 168 sq ft
12+ 12+ 14+ 14=52

This is a 2-point response because the student has correctly completed both parts of the
problem but shows little supporting work. The supporting work for the number of bricks
is not complete, and the support for the area is missing.



23 Mrs. Ganza is planning to build a new rectangular brick patio. She plans on using bricks that are
1 foot wide by 2 feet long. She would like the new patio to be 12 feet by 14 feet. She expects
that no bricks will need to be cut.

Part A
Mrs. Ganza uses only whole 1-foot-by-2-foot bricks. State how many bricks should be used.
Justify your answer.

Part B
Determine the total area and the perimeter of the new patio. Show all your work.

MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A

Mrs. Garza wants 12 x 14 patio. She is gonna use bricks

that are 1 x 2. She gonna need 84 bricks.

Part B

Perimeter equals 168.

This is a 1-point response because the student correctly and completely answers only
Part A, with incomplete support. The student gives only the area for Part B, with no
supporting work.



23 Mrs. Ganza is planning to build a new rectangular brick patio. She plans on using bricks that are
1 foot wide by 2 feet long. She would like the new patio to be 12 feet by 14 feet. She expects
that no bricks will need to be cut.

Part A
Mrs. Ganza uses only whole 1-foot-by-2-foot bricks. State how many bricks should be used.
Justify your answer.

Part B
Determine the total area and the perimeter of the new patio. Show all your work.

MATHEMATICS
23.
Part A
| think the patio is to big to fit in her yard.
Part B

The perimeter is a square. It has 4 sides like a square.

This is a 0-point response because the student has not completed any part of the
problem correctly. The response shows no understanding of the problem’s essential
mathematical concepts.






Answer Key for NJ ASK 2007 Grade 6 Mathematics Assessment Samples

1. D 9. C 17. A

2. B 10. C 18.B

3. C 11. B 19.D

4. A 12. A 20.D

5. D 13. B 21.D

6. D 14. C 22.C

7. C 15. A 23. Please refer to
3 A 16. C rubric below.

Mathematics

Open-Ended Scoring Rubric

Points | Criteria

3 The student correctly plots all points, AND correctly identifies the type of triangle formed,
AND identifies a possible location of Point D, AND explains the definition of a trapezoid with
respect to the given quadrilateral. For example:

Part A. Correctly plots Point A from graph in test booklet, Point B is plotted at point (1, 5), and
Point C is plotted at point (1, 2).

Part B. The triangle is identified as a right and/or isosceles triangle.

Part C. Point D is plotted at (5, 2), (6, 2), and (7, 2) OR at any coordinate that makes ABCD
a trapezoid, and those coordinates are identified. Also, quadrilateral ABCD is identified as a
trapezoid because it has one set of parallel sides.

2 The student correctly completes three or four of the parts of the question.

The student correctly completes Part A and Part B, but incorrectly plots Point D or makes an
error in the explanation.

OR

The student incorrectly plots one of the points in Part A but correctly answers the other parts
of the question based on the incorrect plotting; i.e., if the student plots Point B at (2, 5), the
triangle will be obtuse.

1 The student correctly completes only one or two of the parts of the question.
OR

The student shows some understanding of coordinate graphing, triangles, and/or trapezoids,
but the response is incomplete and/or contains several flaws.

0 The response shows insufficient understanding of the problem’s essential mathematical
concepts. The response is incomplete or inaccurate and contains major errors, or no response
is given.




23 The coordinate grid below shows Alice’s neighborhood. Point A represents Alice’s house. Her
friends Barbara, Carlos, and Dana also live in the neighborhood.

=N WA OO N0
>
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Part A
Plot Point A on the grid in your answer booklet. Barbara’s house is at the point (1, 5). Plot

that point and label it Point B. Carlos’ house is at the point (1, 2). Plot that point and label
it Point C.

Part B
If Alice walks to Barbara’s house and the two girls then walk to Carlos” house before
returning to Alice’s, which type of triangle is formed?

Part C
Point D represents Dana’s house. When the four houses are connected by line segments,
they form a trapezoid.

Find and label a Point D on the grid. Identify the coordinates of the point you labeled as
Point D and explain why quadrilateral ABCD is a trapezoid.



MATHEMATICS

Part A

C D

- N WA OO N®
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0 123456728 X

Part B

Isosceles-right triangle

Part C

(6. 2)

The quadrilateral is a trapezoid because it has one set of

parallel sides.

This is a 3-point response because the student has completed all parts of the problem
correctly. The student has correctly plotted and labeled the points, correctly identified
the type of triangle ABC, and given a clear description of why the shape, ABCD, is a
trapezoid.



23 The coordinate grid below shows Alice’s neighborhood. Point A represents Alice’s house. Her
friends Barbara, Carlos, and Dana also live in the neighborhood.

“NWROON O <
>

0 123456728 X

Part A
Plot Point A on the grid in your answer booklet. Barbara’s house is at the point (1, 5). Plot

that point and label it Point B. Carlos’ house is at the point (1, 2). Plot that point and label
it Point C.

Part B
If Alice walks to Barbara’s house and the two girls then walk to Carlos’” house before
returning to Alice’s, which type of triangle is formed?

Part C
Point D represents Dana’s house. When the four houses are connected by line segments,
they form a trapezoid.

Find and label a Point D on the grid. Identify the coordinates of the point you labeled as
Point D and explain why quadrilateral ABCD is a trapezoid.



MATHEMATICS

Part A

- N WA OO N®
m
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Part B
Right triangle

Part C

(7.2)

The quadrilateral is a trapezoid because it has two

right angles.

This is a 2-point response because the student has correctly completed Parts A and B
of the problem and identified a Point D that creates a trapezoid, but the explanation is
incorrect.



23 The coordinate grid below shows Alice’s neighborhood. Point A represents Alice’s house. Her
friends Barbara, Carlos, and Dana also live in the neighborhood.

=N WA OO N0
>
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Part A
Plot Point A on the grid in your answer booklet. Barbara’s house is at the point (1, 5). Plot

that point and label it Point B. Carlos’ house is at the point (1, 2). Plot that point and label
it Point C.

Part B
If Alice walks to Barbara’s house and the two girls then walk to Carlos” house before
returning to Alice’s, which type of triangle is formed?

Part C
Point D represents Dana’s house. When the four houses are connected by line segments,
they form a trapezoid.

Find and label a Point D on the grid. Identify the coordinates of the point you labeled as
Point D and explain why quadrilateral ABCD is a trapezoid.



MATHEMATICS

Part A

C
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Part B

Acute triangle

Part C
(5, 5)

two parallel lines

This is a 1-point response because the student correctly answers only Part A. The
student attempts to answer Parts B and C; however, the responses are incorrect.



23 The coordinate grid below shows Alice’s neighborhood. Point A represents Alice’s house. Her
friends Barbara, Carlos, and Dana also live in the neighborhood.

=N WA OO N0
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Part A
Plot Point A on the grid in your answer booklet. Barbara’s house is at the point (1, 5). Plot

that point and label it Point B. Carlos’ house is at the point (1, 2). Plot that point and label
it Point C.

Part B
If Alice walks to Barbara’s house and the two girls then walk to Carlos” house before
returning to Alice’s, which type of triangle is formed?

Part C
Point D represents Dana’s house. When the four houses are connected by line segments,
they form a trapezoid.

Find and label a Point D on the grid. Identify the coordinates of the point you labeled as
Point D and explain why quadrilateral ABCD is a trapezoid.



MATHEMATICS

Part A

SN WROON®O
b
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Part B

Acute triangle

Part C

A square

This is a 0-point response because the student has not completed any part of the
problem correctly. The student did correctly transfer Point A from the test booklet;
however, the response shows no understanding of the problem’s essential
mathematical concepts.






Answer Key for NJ ASK 2007 Grade 7 Mathematics Assessment Samples

1. A 9. A 17. C
2. D 10. C 18. D
3. C 11. D 19. A
4. B 12. A 20. B
5. C 13. B 21. D
6. D 14. C 22. A
7. C 15. D 23. Please refer to
3. B 16. B rubric below.
Mathematics
Open-Ended Scoring Rubric
Points | Criteria
3 The student finds the value of the expression to be 150,229. The student correctly rewrites
the expression using exponents. The student explains that the expression can never have a
negative value because the -7 is multiplied an even number of times and both variables are
raised to an even power (2). The student rewrites the expression in Part C as 54 x 26 x 35
For example:
Part A
CN)EN)ENET)R)(2) + (3)(3)(5)(5)(B)(B)(5)(5)(1)(1)
= (2,401)(4) + (9)(15,625)(1)
= 9,604 + 140,625 = 150,229
Part B
(_7)4y2 + 3256X2
The value of this expression can never be negative because -7 is multiplied an even number
of times, and even if x and y are both negative in value, they are raised to the power of 2
(squared). When any value is squared, it has a positive value.
Part C
625 =5x5x5x 5 = 54
64=2x2x2x2x2x2=20
243=3x3x3x3x3=232 Sothe expression becomes 54 x 26 x 35.
2 The student correctly answers two of the three parts of the question.
The student correctly answers only one of the three parts of the question.
OR
The student provides some correct and relevant work or explanations.
0 The response shows insufficient understanding of the problem’s essential mathematical
concepts. The response is incomplete or inaccurate and contains major errors, or no response
is given.




23 Jenny wrote the following expression in her notebook.
(7) - (7) - (7) - 7) - y-y+3-3-5-5-5.5.5.5.x-x
Part A

What is the value of the expression if x = 1 and y = 2? Show all your work.

Part B
Show how Jenny can correctly rewrite this expression using exponents. Explain why the
value of the expression can never be negative.

Part C
Rewrite the following expression as the product of 3 prime numbers with exponents.

625 - 64 - 243



MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A

2401 ® Y2 + 9 @15625 @ - = 2401(4) + 140625 (1) =

7,604 + 140625 = 150229

Part B
742 1 3256,2

The expression cannot be negative because there are four -T's and

multiplying an even number of negative signs makes a positive. Also, there are two

y's and two x's, so same thing, two negatives would make a positive.

Part C
625 is 5 x125=5x5x25=5x5x5x5+= 5Lfand5isa/9rimenumber

64is8x8=2x2x2x2x2x2-= ZéandZisaprimenumber

243 is 81 x3= 9x9x3=3x3x3x3x3"= 35cmd3isa/9rimenumber

5qx26x35

This is a 3-point response because the student has completed all parts of the problem
correctly. The student has correctly calculated the value of the expression, rewritten it
with exponents, and explained why it cannot be negative. The student has also rewritten
the expression in Part C using exponents.



23 Jenny wrote the following expression in her notebook.
(7) - (7) - (7) - 7) - y-y+3-3-5-5-5.5.5.5.x-x
Part A

What is the value of the expression if x = 1 and y = 2? Show all your work.

Part B
Show how Jenny can correctly rewrite this expression using exponents. Explain why the
value of the expression can never be negative.

Part C
Rewrite the following expression as the product of 3 prime numbers with exponents.

625 - 64 - 243



MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A
(Ne(-1Ne(-7)e(-7)eyey +30305065050505050 x0 =
(-7) @ (-7) ® (-7) ® (-7) = 2401 ylZsoye®y=4 4 x 2401 = 9604
33=9 Se5e5e5e5e5:-]1525 x=1lsoxex=1
9 x 15625 x 1 = 140625
7604 + 140625 = 150229
Part B
(Ne(Ne(Ne(N=(1N  yey =2
33-32 5e5e5e50505:-5 cex:- £
Putting this all together you get (-7)"‘yZ +3256,2
The minuses of the -1 are multiplied 4 times to always become a plus.
Part C

625 =

625 @ 64 @ 243 is

This is a 2-point response because the student has correctly completed Part A and
rewrote the expression using exponents in Part B of the problem. The student shows
some understanding of why the expression cannot be negative, but the explanation is
incomplete. The student did not attempt Part C.




23 Jenny wrote the following expression in her notebook.
(7) - (7) - (7) - (7) - y-y+3-3-5.5.5.5.5.5.x.x
Part A
What is the value of the expression if x = 1 and y = 2? Show all your work.

Part B
Show how Jenny can correctly rewrite this expression using exponents. Explain why the
value of the expression can never be negative.

Part C
Rewrite the following expression as the product of 3 prime numbers with exponents.

625 - 64 - 243



MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A
(7) 42 + 32 « 56 x KL = 2401 \ + 9 x 15625 x X2
X=1 y=2
2401 x 4+ 9 x 15625 x 1 = 2401 x 13 x 15625 = 487703125
Part B
DD ENDED =D y x y=y~
3x3:32 5x5x5x5x5x5= 56 X x X=xL
The answer is (-T)1y% + 32562
This can't be negative because all of the nhumbers or letters are multiplied an
even number of times.
Part C
5 x 125 = 625
2 x 32 = 64
3 x 81 = 243

The answer is (5 x 125) (2 x 32 ) (3 x 81)

This is a 1-point response because the student correctly answers only Part B.
The student attempts to answer Parts A and C; however, the responses are incorrect.



23 Jenny wrote the following expression in her notebook.
(7) - (7) - (7) - 7) - y-y+3-3-5-5-5.5.5.5.x-x
Part A

What is the value of the expression if x = 1 and y = 2? Show all your work.

Part B
Show how Jenny can correctly rewrite this expression using exponents. Explain why the
value of the expression can never be negative.

Part C
Rewrite the following expression as the product of 3 prime numbers with exponents.

625 - 64 - 243



MATHEMATICS

23.
Part A

4 x (1 x2 x y=-56y

2x3x6 x5x2xX=260X

26 y+260X If XislandyisZ are

substitueted = 148
Part B

4 (-7) x 2y) + 2(3) x 6(5) x 2(X)

This isn't negative because X equals +1 and y equals +2
Part C

Don't Know

This is a 0-point response because the student has not completed any part of the
problem correctly. The response shows no understanding of the problem’s essential
mathematical concepts.



